The fifth issue of Geriatric Orthopaedic Surgery and Rehabilitation (GOS) is here with some new and very interesting articles. GOS is committed to the publication of excellent manuscripts dealing with the geriatric orthopaedic patient. It seems each passing week of 2011 raises more concerns about the world's health care systems and their ability to address the needs of the aging population. The editors of GOS have risen to this challenge.
The first article in the May issue is a study about the results of patients over 85 years undergoing total hip replacements. This article demonstrates satisfactory results in this aged grouping. This may serve to reassure both surgeons and patients that total hip replacement surgery offers successful results in this group.
The second manuscript is a biomechanical analysis of screw torque when plates and screws are used for osteoporotic distal fibula fractures. This study showed that many of these screws are stripped during insertion for this common fracture type.
The third article discusses a protocol for a randomized controlled trial and economic evaluation of vitamin D replacement. This study will analyze the benefits of a loading dose of vitamin D following hip fracture on mobility and function.
The fourth article discusses the effects of vitamin D on increasing the rate of fracture healing. There is minimal evidence available thus far to support this concept in humans, suggesting the need for further studies.
The editors of Geriatric Orthopaedic Surgery and Rehabilitation encourage the submission of manuscripts dealing with the elderly orthopaedic patient. We will be applying for listing in PubMed shortly to enhance the impact and visibility of GOS.
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